PHILIPPA “PHIL” RASCHKER of Marietta, GA
While most women dread the thought of turning 60, Philippa "Phil" Raschker sees it as an opportunity to add to her impressive list of track and field accomplishments.  Shortly after her 60th birthday on February 21, 2007 Phil participated in the National Masters Heptathlon Championships in Kenosha, Wisconsin, where she scored 6993 points in the grueling seven event competition, not only a world record for her age group but more points than any man or woman of any age has ever scored.  En route to that world record, she achieved a world record in the 60 meter hurdles, and American records in the Long Jump and the High Jump.  With that accomplishment, she has her sights set on the National Masters Indoor Track and Field Championship Meet in Boston March 23-25.

Raschker will bring to Boston an unmatched resume of championship victories.  Following an active childhood, during which she participated in gymnastics, swimming, and track and field, she began competing in masters track and field meets at age 33.  While her earlier experience provided a foundation for her endeavors, she applied her talent to improving her performances and learning new events.  She was a pioneer in the Women's Pole Vault, being the oldest woman to represent the United States in Open International Competition as a member of the U.S. Team in 1995 at age 48.  

Competing in the sprints, hurdles, jumps, and multi-event competitions, she has, over 26 years of competing in The USATF Masters Track and Field Program, set over 200 World and American Records. She currently holds 12 indoor and 10 outdoor world records, and many more indoor and outdoor American records.  Raschker's ability to sustain championship levels of performance year after year has earned her recognition unmatched in the annals of sport: recipient of the USATF Outstanding Female Masters Track and Field Athlete of the Year Award 13 times since its inception in 1979, recipient of the USATF Outstanding Female Combined-Events Masters Track and Field Athlete of the Year Award 8 times since its inception in 1991, induction into the USATF Masters Hall of Fame in 1997, and induction into the National Senior Games Hall of Fame in 2005.  

Recognition of her excellence has gone beyond the sport of track and field.  In 2003, Raschker became the oldest nominee and first Masters Track and Field Athlete finalist for the prestigious AAU Sullivan Award, given annually to the country's top amateur athlete.  She has been highlighted as a Face in the Crowd in Sports Illustrated 4 times, and described in 1997 by the New York Times (article by Marc Bloom) as “The Most Versatile Track and Field Athlete of the World”.  In 2004, she was one of five athletes highlighted in the 80 minute documentary “Racing Against The Clock,” produced by the local greater Bostonian, Bill Haney, and his award winning production company, Uncommon Productions. Raschker has also been featured in many books and publications, including the Berkshire Encyclopedia of World Sport, nicknamed the “Sports Bible.”
Raschker has entered nine events at the three-day National Championship in Boston: 60 meter dash, 60 meter hurdles, 200 meter dash, high jump, long jump, triple jump, pole vault, shot put, and pentathlon.  She has the capability to set American or World records in at least seven of those events, but is still taking a long term view of the competitive season.  "I have a good training base now and was pleased with my performances in Wisconsin," said Raschker.  "I want to do well in Boston, but my main goal for the year is to peak at the World Championships in Italy this summer.  Some good performances in Boston will be a big step toward that goal."  
Despite the time required to run her own accounting business, Ms. Raschker works tirelessly to support masters track and field.  She encourages women to participate in athletics and to try new events, she offers coaching assistance to other athletes during competition rather than solely focusing on her own performance, and she serves on several track and field committees. An outstanding representative of amateur leadership, character, and sportsmanship, Ms. Raschker is a role model for mature athletes.  She says she wants to “send the message that we never need to lose our competitive spirit and that we can remain healthy and fit for an entire lifetime through participation in sports."
Looking well beyond her current age, she said “there are competitors even over 100 in masters track and field, and I hope one day to be among them!"  Ever the sanguine athlete, this modest accountant from Marietta, Georgia, will undoubtedly rewrite the record book in Boston. 
