
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Wednesday, August 1, 2007
Contacts: USATF Masters Media Chair Bob Weiner/Rebecca VanderLinde 301-283-0821 or 202-329-1700;
                University of Maine Orono Public Affairs: George Manlove 207-581-3756.
SEVEN OLYMPIANS, 32 CURRENT WORLD CHAMPIONS, AMONG 1100 AT U. OF MAINE ORONO AUG. 2-5 FOR USA MASTERS TRACK AND FIELD CHAMPIONSHIPS; 
WORLD’S BEST AT NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 30-95 INCLUDE MAINE STARS; 
WORLD CHAMPIONS STRIVE FOR BEST AT ORONO TO SHOW READINESS FOR ITALY WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS IN SEPTEMBER
At U. of MAINE track; EVENTS STARTING 7:30 AM DAILY


(Orono, ME) – In what looms as one of the largest national masters track and field championships outside of the West Coast, the University of Maine eagerly awaits some 1100 competitors (ages 30 to 95) Aug. 2-5 (Thurs.–Sun.) for what should be an extraordinary demonstration of many of the world’s best competitors showing that age is no barrier to lifetime fitness and competition.   Seven Olympians and 32 current world champions are among the competitors at the 2007 USA Masters Outdoor Track & Field Championships, to highlight speed, power, skill, and endurance.  
Virtually all the world champions coming will be attempting top performances in Orono at the national championship to show their readiness for next month’s outdoor World Championships (the 17th World Masters Athletic Championships), in Riccione, Italy Sept. 4-15. A full listing of current World Champions coming to Orono is included below.
Olympians competing in Orono include:
Franklin "Bud" Held (1952 Helsinki, 1956 Melbourne javelin) M75, of Del Mar, CA, will compete in the pole vault, discus. 

James Barrineau (1976 Montreal high jump), M50, Burke, VA., high jump. 

Patricia "Trish" Porter (formerly Trish King), (1988 Seoul high jump) W40, Albuquerque, NM, high jump. 

Bernice Robinson Holland, W80, Cleveland Heights, OH (1948 London hurdles and high jump) shot put, discus and javelin.

Jan Merrill-Morin (1976 Montreal as Jan Merrill) W50, Homdel, NJ, 5000 and 1500.
Bob Mimm (Rome 1960), M80, Willingboro, NJ, racewalk.
Cherrie Sherrard (Tokyo 1964), W65, Vallejo, CA, shot and discus.
Among those expected to stand out at the meet is Philippa Raschker, 2004 Sullivan Award Finalist for America’s top amateur athlete, who just turned 60 Feb. 21, opening a likely whole set of potential world and U.S. records in her new age group. (The other four Sullivan finalists with Raschker were basketball star Lebron James, Olympic speedskater Apolo Anton Ohno, swimmer Michael Phelps, and University of Connecticut basketball leader Diana Taurasi.)  Raschker is entered in eleven events.  Raschker has set more than 200 U.S. and world track and field records during her career. In Orono she will compete in the 100, 200, 400, 80H, 300H, HJ, PV, LJ, TJ, Jav, and pentathlon (another 5 events combined). 
Other likely standouts include 2007 USATF Masters Athletes of the Year Nolan Shaheed of Pasadena, CA, 57, a jazz musician who played with Count Basie and Marvin Gaye but also sets world and U.S. running records, entered in the M55 400, 800, 1500, and steeplechase; and Alisa Harvey, 41 from Manassas, VA, in the W40 800 and 1500. Alisa set a new indoor world masters mile record in January (4:47.26) and an American outdoor record in the 800 (2:07.57) in March.
The meet director is Rolland Ranson, who said that the meet “is recognized and respected as one of the greatest championships in the world.” The meet announcer will be Peter Taylor of Fairfax, VA, renowned for his encyclopedic knowledge of masters athletes, and who together with Ken Stone (founder of www.masterstrack.com) provided information to the Masters Media Committee (chaired by Bob Weiner) for this release on projected outstanding performers and meet logistics. 
The meet schedule and list of athletes entered are available at the web site of the 2007 Championships, http://www.usatf.org/events/2007/USAMastersOutdoorTFChampionships/
Media is invited for coverage and athlete interviews.  For more information or interview requests, please call Bob Weiner, USATF Masters Media Chair, at 301-283-0821 (office), 202-329-1700 (cell), or locate Bob trackside. Additional contacts: Rebecca Vander Linde at 301-283-0821; and George Manlove of the University of Maine public affairs office at 207-581-3756.
***CURRENT WORLD CHAMPIONS COMPETING IN ORONO**
(Chart prepared by Ken Stone of masterstrack.com)
WORLD INDOOR CHAMPIONS, LINZ, AUSTRIA 2006, ENTERED IN ORONO:
(bold indicates events entered in Orono; * means entered in 2007 Riccione worlds)
   
M35 *Don Drummond, 60H (Fresno, TX): 400, 110H, 400H

M45 *Kevin Paulk, 800 (Portland, OR): 800 and 1500

M45 *Greg Foster, TJ (Lumberton, NJ): 100, 200, 110H, long jump, triple jump
M45 *Bruce McBarnette HJ (Sterling, VA) High Jump
M50 *James Barrineau, HJ (Burke, VA): HJ

M55 *Bill Collins, 60, 200, 400 (Houston, TX): 100, 200, 400

M55 *James Broun, 60H (Sarasota, FL): 100H

M60 *Roger Pierce, 4x200 relay (Essex, MA): 100, 200, 400
M65 *Emil Pawlik, pentathlon (Jackson, MS): 100H, 300H, HJ, LJ, discus

M65 *Sid Howard, 800, 1500 (Plainfield, NJ): 800, 1500

M75 *John Starr, 3000 walk (Newark, DE): 5K walk, 10K walk
W45 *Joy Upshaw Margerum (Los Altos, CA) 100M, 200M, 80H, LJ
W45 *Lesley Chaplin-Swann, 800 (McDonough, GA): 400, 1500, 10K
W45 *Patricia Porter, HJ (Albuquerque, NM): HJ

   

WORLD OUTDOOR CHAMPIONS, SAN SEBASTIAN, SPAIN 2005, ENTERED IN ORONO:
(bold indicates events entered in Orono; * means entered in 2007 Riccione worlds)

M35 *Don Drummond, 110H (Fresno, TX): 400, 110H, 400H

M40 *Robert Thomas, 400 (Indianapolis, IN): 100,200, 400

M40 *David Ashford, 110H (Wheeling, IL): 110H

M40 Brian Pope, 5000 (Oxford, MS): 5K, 10K

M45 *James Chinn, 400 (San Marcos, CA): 100, 200, 400 

M45 Darnell Gatling, 400H (Freeport, NY): 400, 400H
M45 *Bruce McBarnette, HJ (Sterling, VA): High Jump
M50 *John Nespoli, shot (Collierville, TN): shot, discus
M55 Marion McCoy Jr., 100 (Lawrenceville, GA): 100, 200
M60 *Charles Allie, 200, 400 (Pittsburgh, PA): 100, 200, 400

M60 *Roger Pierce, 400 (Essex, MA): 100, 200, 400
M60 *Larry Barnum, 800 (Reno, NV): 200, 400, 800

M60 *Norman Frable, 5K race-walk, 20K race-walk (McKinney, TX): 5K walk, 10K walk, HJ

M65 *Emil Pawlik, 100H, decathlon (Jackson, MS): 100H, 300H, HJ, LJ, discus, 60,  pentathlon

M75 *Jerry Donley, PV (Colorado Springs, CO): HJ, PV
M90 Dan “Lucius: Bulkley, 2000 steeple, decathlon (Phoenix, OR): 200, 400, 800, 300H, 2K steeple, 
pentathlon   

M90 Max Springer, 800, 1500, LJ, TJ (Knoxville, TN): 200, 400, 800, 1500, LJ, TJ

W35 *Lisa Daley, 200, 400 (White Plains, NY): 200, 400 

W40 Mary Grene, 1500 (Andover, KS): 1500
W45 *Patricia Porter, HJ (Albuquerque, NM): HJ
W45 *Carol Finsrud, shot, discus, weight pentathlon (Lockhart, TX): shot, discus, hammer, weight, javelin

W65 *Marie-Louise Michelson 1500 (Stony Brook, NY): 800, 1500, 5000, steeple
W80 *Miriam Gordon, 5K race-walk, 10K race-walk (Hollywood, FL): 5K walk and 10K walk

(All age groups above are current age groups, not necessarily age groups where they won world titles; some will compete in older age groups in Riccione.)

OLDEST COMPETITORS: Six competitors are over 90. Likely meet’s oldest, 93 year-old Frank Levine (in 800, 1500, 5000) of Norristown, PA sets distance running records and is happy to talk with media about the role of masters track in a quality life. The M90 sprints will feature torrid battles between Bob Matteson, 90, of Bennington, VT and Reverend Champion Goldy of Haddonfield, NJ.   Matteson is the world indoor record holder in the M90 800 at 4:50.81 but he can do any distance; he’s in five events in Orono.  Both he and Reverend Goldy (six events) are distinguished in many ways, not the least of which is that both are still working professionally (Matteson as a management consultant and Goldy as a minister). Also over 90: Betty Jarvis, oldest female at 92, of Aberdeen, NC in five events, Dan Bulkley of the Southern Oregon Sizzlers in five events, and Max Springer, 92, of Knoxville TN in six events.   

MAINE ENTRANTS IN ORONO (at least 22)
include William Donnell (75, from Sedgwick), a sawmill operator competing in the hammer throw, and Doug Allen, 66 from Orono, a Yale track standout in the 1960’s, now University of Maine philosophy professor, competing in M 65 5000. Reverend Richard Camp, 70, Freeport, 100 & 200 meter and discus, was a member of the world record (indoor) 4 x 200 relay team (M70-79) this winter (2007) and won the 65-69 100-m dash at Penn Relays in 2003. 
OLDEST Maine competitors: John Woods, 89, Harpswell, 800 & 1500 meters. Robert Chase, 86, Shapleigh, hammer, set the world record in 2002.
Other Maine competitors: Mike Viani, 40, Charleston, ME, former UMaine runner & now track coach at Central High School, Corinth, 100 & 200 meters; Alan Comeau, 40, Old Town, communications director, Acadia Hospital in Bangor, 400-meter; Joanne Petkus, 48, Auburn, former UMaine track standout, will do pentathlon, hurdles, long jump, shot put & 100 meters; Beth Heslam of Florida, former UMaine track standout in the mid-80s, back to do the pentathlon; Ken Perkins, 75, East Winthrop, hurdles and high jump; Harry Dwyer, 49, Fayette, long jump, 100&200 meter; Don Casavant, 51, Waterville, shot put & javelin and 10K; Philip Pierce, 65, Falmouth, 10,000 meter; Jerry Levasseur, 69, Brunswick, 1,500-, 5,000-, 10,000-meter and 2,000-meter steeple chase (won 2003 steeplechase at National Masters in Eugene), plus triple jump; Nancy Kneeland, 52, Bar Mills, 5,000-meter; Dennis Smith, 57, Yarmouth, 800-, 1,500- & 5,000-meter; Ellsworth Rundlett III, a Portland lawyer, age 61, 100-, 200- & 400-meter; David Parker, Falmouth, 64, javelin (43.98 meters PB) Pam Pelletier, 53, Belgrade, relay; Joe Carlozzi, 71, Gorham, shot put, discus and high jump; Joel Stinson, 72, Harpswell, hurdles, long, high and triple jumps; Alan Muir, 52, Portland, 800- and 1,500-meter. 
*** Hard-Hitting Masters Men and Women Head to University of Maine to Strut Their Stuff ***
BY Pete Taylor, Meet Announcer and Member, Masters Media Committee
August 2-5 will be the time to hang out in Orono, Maine, as that’s when approximately 1100 masters men and women (ages 30+) will be on hand at the University of Maine to show how good they are in track and field.    If you stop by the Beckett Family Track and Field Complex on the scenic Maine campus, however, don’t be fooled into thinking you’ve stumbled onto a collegiate meet.    In the M40 (men 40-44) 100 dash, for example, John Simpson of Texas has already rung up a 10.50 this year (automatic time, no wind reading available), and he might not even win at Orono.  Back in 1991, Carl Smith established a 100-meter mark for the University of Maine at 10.58 seconds; the question is whether this time would be good enough to win the M40 event this year.  John Simpson was a 2-time All-American at Baylor University in Texas.  

Also on hand will be Patricia “Trish” Porter, out of the University of Oregon, who represented the U.S. in the 1988 Olympics; Trish should win the W40 high jump with no problem whatsoever (she is the world record holder for women 40-44 at 5’ 9 ¼”).  There will be numerous other Olympians, but what about Nolan Shaheed (M55) of Pasadena, California, Alisa Harvey (W40), of Manassas, Virginia, and Bill Collins (M55) of Houston, Texas?  Nolan, at one time the musical director for Marvin Gaye, is the 2007 male masters track and field athlete of the year in the U.S., and he still runs in open meets.   Alisa Harvey won the comparable award for women this year, and she remains a major force in open competition.  Already this year the Tennessee All-American and former top-ranked American woman in the 1500  has run a national record (for W40) of 2:07.57 in the 800.   Bill Collins was selected as the male masters track and field athlete in the world for 2006, and he has thrilled spectators in countless venues.  Last summer at Charlotte (outdoor nationals) he blazed an 11.26 in the 100, but the wind was just a bit too strong for ratification as a record.  Pity.  

The 45-49 and 40-44 groups will be loaded with standouts.  Saladin “Sal” Allah (M45), from New Jersey, is a big-time runner in every respect  -- he runs with that effortless style of a top collegiate or open competitor and his times confirm his brilliance (Sal is the world outdoor record holder in the 800 for 45-49 – a startling 1:54.12).   And how about Getulio Echeandia and Robert Thomas in M40?   “Tony” Echeandia, of New York City and Puerto Rico, finished third in the Puerto Rican open championships in the 400 intermediate hurdles – not as a young man; he did it this year.  Tony won both the 400 and 400 intermediates at last year’s nationals.   Thomas, an emerging superstar, thrilled the fans at the Penn Relays this past April with a brilliant anchor leg in the 4 x 400 in which his squad rang up a 3:21.12 (50.3 per man).  In the 2005 worlds, when he was still in M35, Thomas took the 400 gold in 48.48 (Robert lives in Indiana).  

Also in M40, David Ashford cannot be missed.  David holds the age group record  in the 110 hurdles with an otherworldly 13.73; his opponents can only hope for a miracle. Among  the many standouts in M50 (men 50-54) will be high jumper Jim Barrineau of Burke, Virginia; Jim competed in the 1976 Olympics (Montreal) for the US and managed to beat Dwight Stones 19 years later at the 1995 world masters.  Bruce McBarnette, now 49, of Sterling VA, entered in the M45 HJ, broke the outdoor and indoor world records last year (since exceeded) and won both the last indoor and outdoor world masters championships.
Aaron and Adrian Sampson, long-jumping twins from Salt Lake City (Utah), will lend some spice to the jumping competition at Orono (M45).  Aaron still holds the M40 (40-44) world long jump record at a remarkable 25' 2 1/2", and twin Adrian hasn't been too far behind.  Will the 17-year-old world mark for M45 of 23' 10 1/4" go at Orono?  
W45 will include Joy Upshaw-Margerum, sister of 2004 Olympian Grace Upshaw and daughter of Monte Upshaw, who broke the high school record of Jesse Owens in the long jump.  Joy, explosive and yet an excellent stylist, will be a favorite in the 100M, 200M, 80M hurdles, and LJ.
The W55 division (women 55-59) will be headed by Northport, New York’s Kathy Martin, the first and only winner of the Bengay award for best masters track and field athlete.   Kathy, who has set countless marks in the middle and long distances, has tremendous range and will be favored in every event she enters.  

W60 features Philippa (Phil) Raschker from Marietta, Georgia, a finalist for the Sullivan Award in 2004 (along with Lebron James and other worthies).  Phil, who is generally considered to be the most-accomplished female masters track athlete in the history of the U.S. program (which has been going on for more than 35 years), has turned 60 in February of this year – opening up a whole new set of U.S. and world marks.   She is a specialist in the sprints, hurdles, jumps, and combined events and is not to be missed.  

W65 will be headlined by Nadine O’Connor of Delmar, California, and Professor Marie-Louise Michelson of the State University of New York at Stony Brook.  Dr. Michelson (a mathematician) recently tore through 5000 meters in 20:27.08, a pace of 6:35 per mile and a world mark to boot.   The fleet and bouncy Nadine can do everything,  sizzling a 29.37 in the 200 earlier this year to break Hall of Famer Irene Obera’s mark by more than a full second (Nadine was the 2006 female masters T&F performer in the US but is not yet in the Hall of Fame).  

In May, Jeanne Daprano (Fayetteville, GA) became the world's first woman 70+ to break the 7-minute barrier in the mile, turning in an unprecedented 6:47.75 at Duke.  This past weekend she broke the American record for women 70-74 in the 400 (she turned in a 1:18.64) and the 800 (3:07.69). Watch her at Orono. 
M70 will showcase the hard-hitting Bob Lida of Kansas.  In the masters indoors this winter Bob destroyed the American M70 indoor mark in the 400 with a scalding 61.35, and this summer in Louisville he got the outdoor mark with a brilliant 61.59.  
Among the many outstanding throwers at Orono will be Tom Fahey of California (professor of kinesiology at California State, Chico).  Dr. Fahey, who was named Outstanding Professor at the university for 2005-2006, was the world masters outdoor champion (M55) in the discus in 2003 (168 feet, 8.41 inches).  Signifying his dedication to the discus, Dr. Fahey will be traveling across the country to compete in just that one event.
 

Oneithea Lewis (NYC) and Carol Finsrud (Texas) are the top two women in masters throwing in the U.S.  Oneithea, in W45-49, is a multiple world champion and won the open Millrose Games shotput several years ago.  At Charlotte last year (2006 masters nationals) she put the shot 42 feet, 9.78 inches to win the gold. 
 

Carol Finsrud, from the University of Texas, in the 50-54 group, is also a multiple world champion and competed in the Olympic Trials as recently as 2000.  Last year at Charlotte nationals she threw the discus 137 feet, 6 3/4 inches to nail down the gold.
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