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MASTERS MEDIA SUBCOMMITTEE REPORT
For Hawaii 2007 USATF Convention
By Robert Weiner, Chair

The Media Committee has now systematized generating informative releases to press in advance of each national indoor and outdoor championship, in order to maximize print and electronic coverage at the meets.  Highlighted as draws are the Olympians, current world champions, and record holders coming, as well as individuals with interesting life stories, making the case for lifetime fitness and health through masters track and field.  Also now systematized is the distribution of home press call forms and instructions for athletes, in order to create a wide swath of coverage.  
The committee works closely with the LOC’s and also coordinates with USATF Indianapolis staff and the Games Committee.  Following meetings with USATF’s communications director, an arrangement is now agreed and ongoing that USATF sends media staff to assist the Masters Media Committee and in particular to compile and disseminate the detailed results to the USATF website for press and also to targeted media suggested by the masters media committee.
In addition to the national meets, the media committee assists meet directors requesting help and did so this past year for the Raleigh Southeasterns, Dave Clingan’s Oregon Invitational, and the Drake Relays among others.
New media committee members include Pete Taylor and Ken Stone (their knowledge and input into making the advance releases persuasive is incalculable), joining the also invaluable contributions of media committee members Phil Raschker, Dave Clingan, Harry Brooks, John Oleski, Liz Johnson, Jay Wind, Andrew Hecker, and Ivan Black. Jeff Lee also came ad hoc to Orono and helped each day compile and disseminate results and generate coverage.
The results and coverage have blossomed by the team effort of all involved in the drafting, dissemination, and phone calls to press, and onsite liaison with media to assure most comprehensive and colorful coverage benefiting masters T&F.  Both indoors in Boston and outdoors at Orono, there was extensive TV and radio with athlete interviews, and daily print press coverage with photos. 

Orono had the major paper (Bangor) front page lead story (not just sports—the whole paper overall) right under the masthead and photos the first day, and lead front page sports story each day following.  Other Maine papers also had lead front page sports stories. In addition, also due to Media Committee outreach, Associated Press did a story and photos, as did ESPN, and NPR ran a piece including athlete interviews.
In Boston, USATF’s communications director, who was very helpful with results and releases, joked to the Boston Herald reporter, “Hey, you’re giving masters more coverage than the Open.” The reporter then continued to run our daily features we fed him, as he had been.                                                                                            (Cont…)

For each nationals, the Media Committee prepares a very popular and “well hit” link of a collage of all the major press coverage.  Jay Wind of the media committee is our “webmaster.” 

Here are links to the Maine Nationals coverage (some of the links may be too long in a click unless you make sure you get all of the URL including the last “doc”):
http://www.weinerpublic.com/Masters_Track_Orono_Coverage.doc
http://www.weinerpublic.com/Orono_USA_Masters_Track_press_release_August_2007.doc
http://www.mpbn.net/asx/070802athletes.asx 

Here are links to the Boston Indoor Nationals coverage:

http://www.weinerpublic.com/Masters_Track_Boston_2007_Championships_Coverage.doc
http://www.weinerpublic.com/track_champ_.MP3
http://www.weinerpublic.com/Boston_National_Masters_2007_release.doc
We also have a tape of some of the Orono and Boston TV news stories.
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