Transcript of Fox 18 Charlotte’s “Fox News Rising” 

LIVE Trackside Broadcast, USA Masters Track and Field Championships University of North Carolina at Charlotte Track, 6-8AM, August 3, 2006

(Transcript of intro to segment 1)

Beth Troutman (Anchor):  For the next four days, UNC Charlotte is hosting the largest ever Masters Track and Field Championship to ever, ever hit the East Coast.

Malachi Rodgers (Anchor):  And this event has brought some very big record-holders to the Charlotte area as well.  Of the over 1400 people in the competition, 43 are current World Champions and another 10 are Olympic athletes.

Candice Little (Anchor):  Wow.  So of course, we had to send our own John Wilson out to the UNCC track to see what’s going on at the Championship this morning.  What’s going on, Wilson?

-----

(Transcript of segment 2)

Beth Troutman (Anchor):  In less than an hour, folks, the 2006 USA Masters Track and Field competition will start at the UNCC track, and that’s of course, right here in Charlotte.
Malachi Rodgers (Anchor): Now the event is bringing in track and field Masters from all over the world – world record holders and so forth.  So we sent John Wilson to go check out some of the speed, power, and endurance hitting the track today.  Wilson?
John Wilson (Correspondent):  We’re out here at this great event… We are out here at UNCC, great event right here.  This is Bob; we talked to Bob Weiner earlier.  You’re our media contact out here.  But this is pretty cool this morning.  We’re talking about this, and one of the big issues going on, front page of the Sports section of the Observer talking about the issues with the Tour de France and also Justin Gatlin, a lot of the steroid issues going on in sports today.  You actually had a role, a national role, right?  You were spokesperson at the White House.

Bob Weiner (Masters Media Chair):  Correct.  My two loves are fitness through life which I do with Masters Track and also clean sports which I helped achieve a bit, and we’re still working hard at it, when I was spokesman for the White House Drug Office for 6 years under General McCaffrey, the 4-star general who was Drug Czar.
Wilson:  With that, and you’ve been on the national scene, what are your thoughts with the Tour de France, Gatlin, and it just seems to be happening more and more.  It’s not quite as shocking as it used to be – drugs going into athletics?

Weiner:  I don’t consider it a shock; I consider it a step forward.  Because when somebody tests positive that means we got them, it means we’re cleaning up sport.  The fact that USA Track and Field had no positives in the Athens Olympics means they were scared straight, and the fact that Gatlin has tested positive means he’s likely out of the sport if it’s confirmed and he goes through the process.  So that’s a victory, not a defeat for track and field.  When you consider that one-half of one percent of the athletes actually test positive for drugs, the vast majority are clean and honest competitors, and the cheaters, we’re going to get, and that’s an important message for our kids.

Wilson:  That’s a good take on it, I’m glad we got that.  

Weiner:  It’s so important to show that you’re getting the people, not that everybody’s dirty because that’s what the media portrays, it’s what the public thinks, and everybody isn’t dirty.

Wilson:  Any drug testing going on out here at this event?

Weiner: These are older competitors…

Wilson:  I’m just kidding.

Weiner:  The people here are more likely taking medicine; they’re not taking drugs for cheating.  And I don’t want to imply that Masters Track is… Masters Track is pretty clean.  It’s infinitesimal, the cheating, because first of all, there’s no money in Masters Track, so there’s nothing to be had in the cheating.  And when you get a competitor here like Frank Levine (standing next to Bob), 92 years-old, who is world champion, world record holder, who is going to compete in the 5000 today, that’s the kind of competitor that we’re so proud of.
Wilson:  And this is awesome having you on, 92 years-old.  Are you all set for today, the big event today?

Frank Levine (Competitor):  Yes, I’m all ready.  All set.

Wilson:  Welcome to Charlotte, you’re from Pennsylvania, right?  

Levine:  It’s my pleasure to be here.  Looking forward to it.

Wilson:  We’re going to be watching a little bit later on.  Beth?
Troutman:  He looks like Jack Lemon!

Wilson:  Yes.  She says you look like Jack Lemon.

Levine:  I didn’t think he was that handsome.

Wilson:  I love this guy!  Back to you.

Troutman:  92 and out there running a track and field event.

