MASTERS HISTORY MADE AT OLYMPIC TRIALS

By Mark Cleary, Masters Invitation Director 


The Masters Olympic Trials 1500-meter events made history on Sunday, July 3, 2016.
The women's field was won by Kris Paaso (Age 45) of Menlo Park, CA, Strava Track Club, with a time of 4:36.34, over Jennifer St Jean (Age 44) of Darien, CT, Westchester Track Club, who finished second with a strong kick in 4:43.06.  The other 10 Women in the field ran between 4:44.23 and 4:55.05. 

The men's race produced a (M50-54) American Record, with Brad Barton (Age 50) of Orem, UT, smashing his own record of 4:04, running 4:01.77 and finishing third overall, after leading the first half of the race.  The winner was Neville Davey (Age 45) of Sacramento, CA, West Valley Track Club, 3:57.67, over Randy Wasinger (Age 40) of Kansas City, KS, Kansas City Smoke, 3:58.30.  The rest of the field was tightly packed with Peter Brady (Age 44) of Jersey City, NJ, Central Park Track Club - New Balance, (4:03.06), holding off John Gardiner (Age 44) of Rancho Santa Margarita, CA, Cal Coast Track Club, (4:03.41) and Mark Williams (Age 43) of Blairstown, NJ, Garmin Runners, (4:03.69).  The other six competitors finished between 4:05.35 and 4:08.83.

Fans of Hayward Field and Track Town USA cheered loudly for these athletes.  Mark Cleary, Masters Invitation director, stated, "I think we accomplished the goal of running the fastest, and deepest Masters 1500M races in history, not just in the US, but anywhere."
