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Older, slower, lower: Ken Stone's world and USA home page for adult age-group track and field
Team USA boasts 426 entrants for Lyon worlds starting Tuesday
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(August 1, 2015) -- In his latest press release previewing a WMA meet, media chair Bob Weiner summarizes the U.S. squad for Lyon worlds, noting 426 are headed for the Aug. 4-16 meet in south-central France. “The team is expected to be among the top contenders both for individual and relay titles, as well as for gold and overall medal counts by country,” he writes. “The meet has 8,078 competitors from a record 98 nations with athletes 35-99 years old. The American team has 1,093 event entries.” At 2014 Budapest indoor worlds, Yanks won 23 golds including relays. “A third of entered Americans won medals,” he notes. “No other nation came close to the U.S. gold or overall total of 59 medals, including 21 silver and 15 bronze. At the 2013 WMA Outdoor Championships in Porto Alegre, Brazil, the USA won the gold count, with 83. Among the 58 countries, Americans were second in overall medals, with 183 against 195 from host country Brazil. Australia was third with 148.”

Bob’s release continues:
In Lyon, track and field including throwing competition is spread among four stadiums: Balmont, Rhone, Pierre Duboeuf, and Laurent Gerin, in addition to non-stadia events. The Marathon bases at the Place Dellecour in the “center city”. Athletes will be referring to the meet website and program to see where their events are scheduled.

As in USATF masters championships, athletes are subject to drug testing, in this case under WMA procedures. The prohibited list is published by WADA (the World Anti-Doping Agency), which identifies “prohibited substances and methods” but notes that “related” substances are also prohibited.

There will be an all-WMA Athletes Party on August 12, and a day of non-competition August 13 for the WMA General Assembly. The US Delegation and team in Lyon will be led by MTF Chair Gary Snyder.

Full list of USA Team athlete entries from team manager Phil Greenwald compiled by name, city, affiliation, best marks for events.

As at previous championships, the team will have a daily meeting.

Finally! USATF Masters has Twitter, Facebook, Instagram feeds
(July 30, 2015) – It took years for USATF Masters T&F to launch its own website. It took only months to establish a social media presence — after my rant of November 2014. Thanks to the efforts of several ladies, we now have an official USATFMastersTrack account on Facebook. Our Twitter handle is @USAmasterstrack. On Instagram, we are also usatfmasterstrack. Credit national sprint champ Sandy Triolo for the latest breakthrough. She follows efforts by another woman, who contacted masters media czarBob Weiner with an offer of help. The USATFMasters.org is a great reference site, but it’s lame for newsy news. (In fact, it still bears this note: “Outdoor Nationals (Jacksonville, FL) are around the corner!”)


USATF masters T&F joins the 21st century with social media accounts.

Sandy writes: “I am happy to lend my media talents to such a worthy and wonderful community. I love being part of masters track. This is my way to give back.”

Awesome, Sandy!

Truth be told, my daily musings can’t begin to do justice to what’s happening in our niche sport. I’ll continue to share news via the blog. But more and more, I post to Facebook (my page and others).

It’s a fact of life — people are getting their news via shared posts on Twitter and Facebook. And if you’re not following (or “Liking”) these accounts, you’re missing out on essential news and information.

Others I recommend:

Masters Track and Field on Facebook.

Masters athletes Lyon page on Facebook.

World Masters Athletics Fan Club on Facebook.

Any others I’m missing?

I also urge masters leadership — everyone on the E-Com as they call the Executive Committee — to join these chats.

Heck, if the pope and the president are on Twitter, what’s Gary Snyder’s excuse? Gary once had a blog, but dropped it. FB is a lot easier.

Here’s the official announcement:
MASTERS T&F SOCIAL MEDIA PROGRAM
By Bob Weiner, Chair, USATF Masters Media Committee HYPERLINK “mailto:weinerpublic@comcast.net” weinerpublic@comcast.net

We are entering the 21st century media.  Sandy Triolo, a National Library of Medicine (at NIH) Project Manager with a masters degree in Electronic Media, who works with top people at HHS, and a top winning sprinter at our national masters meets (W50) who loves going to them, met with our Media Committee at dinner the final day at Jax Nationals. We discussed setting up fast-paced masters info on social media –Instagram, Facebook, Twitter. She wants us all to have quick access to info on issues like meet scheduling updates including rain delays at the meets, lines at awards so best times to go, awards banquet info (had lower than usual attendance this year because needed info dispersed and reminded), ongoing team scores, links to USATF.TV and mainstream TV coverage, and ongoing info before and after the meets, as well as using social media for MTF community engagement.  This will also be for between-nationals/worlds social media as well. It’s great for the growing number of people who use those forums and she is willing to be “fed” info from other people. In a matter of days, she has now set up the sites. She didn’t wait a blink after she got the “empowerment” she asked for.  Those are the enthusiasm and skills we want.

Sandy will be on the MTF Media Committee as our Social Media Coordinator. She is already under way! 
To feed timely info to Sandy that others should immediately see, email usatfmasterstrack@gmail.com
Or better yet, go to the new platforms, BELOW.

Says Sandy: “We are kicking off this new page at the conclusion of the 2015 Outdoor Masters Nationals in Jacksonville, Florida. Welcome!! We plan on using this platform to keep you up to date on happenings within our Masters Track & Field community. Thank you all for making USATF Masters Track so amazing!!”

She added, “The more information you provide on what you want to see posted the better. Photography is very needed for all platforms, with photo credits when available. You can send photos to the gmail account or links to photo resources.”

As of July 29, Sandy reports (and these numbers will be way up by the time you read this—these were just by word of mouth and random spots by eagle eyes):

“Already we have 67 Instagram followers  (invited people to send pics for posting)
 “On the FB page, we have 349 likes on our page. Our posts have reached over 700 and there have been 15 clicks on the sign up button for USATF.

 “Twitter is a bit slower going, will work on building some exposure there. Short press style or opinion statements, and photos are best here (149 characters).”

PLATFORMS:
Here are the media accounts:  
Facebook:  
https://www.facebook.com/usatfmasterstrack
Twitter:  
https://twitter.com/USAMastersTrack

@USAMastersTrack
Instagram: 
usatfmasterstrack
If you want Instagram, if you need help, email Sandy for the code to embed on a website for people to access our Instagram account.

Our mainstream media outreach remains successful: Great meet at Jacksonville, lots of TV coverage and fifteen stories on local ABC, NBC, CBS, Fox, and Independent stations; repeated local radio; and front page sports and full page spreads in the major daily paper, the Florida Times-Union, as well as home press around the country by athletes who reached out to their papers.

Many thanks to meet co-announcer Peter Taylor, MTF Awards Chair Mary Trotto, and USATF intern Ryan Stevens for the research, info, and work on both the advance release (13 pages of info for the press on world and national champions at the meet, Olympians, local participants, NFL sports stars and movie actors in the meet, and they used it) and the daily results releases. The advance release was on 150 media websites with twenty million viewers. the Jacksonville regional TV clips alone were seen by a million people. The LOC’s Joel Lamp helped in the outreach. A great team effort.

Thanks to all—and FEED SANDY!


Bob Weiner, Chair, USATF Masters Media Committee 
weinerpublic@comcast.net
