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MASTERS INVITATIONAL 3000 METERS AT USATF CHAMPIONHIPS JUNE 28 FASTEST ON AMERICAN SOIL IN HISTORY AND FIRST TIME EIGHT UNDER NINE MINUTES – RACE HELD AT HAYWARD FIELD DURING OPEN CHAMPIONSHIPS
(Eugene, OR) --On June 28th at Hayward Field Eugene Oregon, at the USATF Outdoor Track and field Championships, the Masters Invitational Program held a Men’s 3,000 Meter Race, in which eight men over 40 years of age ran under nine minutes.  “The race was the fastest masters 3000 on American soil in history and the first time here that eight Masters men have been under nine minutes – - in the same race”, said USATF Masters Invitational Program Director Mark Cleary.  

The race was “dramatic,” according to Cleary.  “There were lots of lead changes… This race had everything; a quality field, a tightly bunched lead pack with 400 M to go, two unfortunate falls, with one fall just 20 meters from the finish. The top seed, John Gardiner (having a significant lead), lost his legs going down and quickly got up to finish 4th place.
 Local Eugene resident George Hanson won the race with a time of 8:50.96.  Second place finisher, Peter Brady, Central Park T.C., ran 8:52.50. Third was Theodore Towse Nashville Harriers 8:54.67. Fourth, John Gardiner Cal Coast T.C. 8:54.76. Followed by Lance Elliott Run MN 8:55.69, Joshua Gordon Bowerman T.C. 8:56.46, Oscar Bowerman T. C. 8:57.77, Ahrlin Bauman T.C. 8:57.99, Kristian Blaich Atlanta T.C. 9:10.14, Mike Blackmore (former University of Oregon track star) 9:11.37, Mark Williams Garmin Runners 9:11.84, Francis Burdett Greater Springfield Harriers 9:18.97, Sean Nyhan Towne T.C. 9:28.52., Michael Lynes Club Northwest 9:28.52
The Masters Invitational Program brings elite Master races to the Indoor and Outdoor Open Track and Field Championships, and the Drake Relays every year. For a list of the 2016 events and qualifying standards, check the “Masters Invitational Program” Webpage at www.usatf.org.
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