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For Immediate Release: Thursday, March 27, 2008
Contact: Bob Weiner/Rebecca VanderLinde 301-283-0821/202-329-1700
USA MASTERS INDOOR TRACK CHAMPIONSHIPS AT BOSTON’S REGGIE LEWIS MARCH 28-30 TO FEATURE JEARL MILES-CLARK, OLYMPIC GOLD MEDALIST, AMONG OLYMPIANS, WORLD CHAMPIONS 30-90+; 

EIGHTEEN U.S. WINNERS COMING FROM THIS WEEK’S WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS IN FRANCE, 47-YEAR OLD 16’10” POLE VAULTER PAUL BABITS, AND 2007 10-GOLD WORLD CHAMP & 
CURRENT SULLIVAN FINALIST PHIL RASCHKER

(Boston, MA) -- Jearl Miles-Clark, a member of the U.S. gold medal 4 x 400 relay team in both the 1996 and 2000 Olympics, heads a field of over 700 masters athletes (ages 30+) who will descend on Boston's Reggie Lewis Center March 28-30.  This will be the 11th time the indoor national masters championships – the USA Track & Field Masters Championships -- will be held at "the Reggie." Miles-Clark (41, from Knoxville, Tennessee), a four-time Olympian, will be one of a bevy of highly regarded track and field stars in the meet.  She will run the 200 and 400.
Eighteen U.S. winners at this week’s World Masters Championships in Clermont-Ferrand, France, concluding March 22, are coming to Boston.
In addition, fifteen current defending outdoor World Champions will participate including Phil (Philippa) Raschker, IAAF World Masters Athlete of the Year who won TEN Golds at the World Masters Championships in Italy last year. For the second time, Raschker, 61, from Marietta, Georgia, is a finalist for the Sullivan award for the nation’s Top Amateur Athlete last year. With one day remaining, at last count, Raschker also won six golds in France this week -- 60-meter dash, 60-meter hurdles, 200-meters, high jump, long jump, triple jump including a world and two American records.
Also entered: Paul Babbits at 47 has this winter pole vaulted an amazing world 45+ record 16’10 ¼”.  The first 16 foot vault indoors by ANY age was John Uelses in 1962, and 17’ by Bob Seagren in 1966.
In addition, Kathy Martin, 55, who won this week’s world 8K cross country championship, as well as the track 800 and 3000, and a many-time Outstanding U.S. Masters Athlete winner, is entered in Boston in the 800, 1500, and 3000. 
Competitors ages 30 to 90+ are entered in the meet at Boston’s Reggie Lewis Track, 1350 Tremont Street. Finals are 4-6PM Friday, 9-6 Saturday, and 9:30-2 Sunday. Spectators are free.
OLDEST COMPETITORS AT MEET: 

Seven competitors are over 90 including Bob Matteson, 92, Bennington, Vermont, and Betty Jarvis, 93, Aberdeen, NC.

FULL MEET SCHEDULE AND ENTRIES BY AGE: http://www.usatf.org/events/2008/USAMastersIndoorTFChampionships/
For media interviews onsite or for more information, see National Masters Media Chair Bob Weiner trackside or call 202-329-1700
Thanks to Ken Stone, Pete Taylor, and Mike Travers for help in the preparation of this release.  Bob Weiner, Masters Media Chair
**************************************************************************
CURRENT WORLD CHAMPIONS ENTERED IN BOSTON

(Charts by Ken Stone, masterstrack.com, national media committee member):
INDOOR WORLD CHAMPIONS, March 17-22, 2008 France:
W35 Lisa Daley of White Plains, NY (won 400, 4x200 relay in France)
W40 Christine Reaser of Dayton, ME (won 4x200 relay in France)
M40 David Jones of Bellaire, TX (won 4x200 relay in France)
M45 Greg Petrosian of Reston, VA (won long jump in France)
M50 Bruce McBarnette of Sterling, Virginia (won high jump in France; has obliterated the American M50 HJ record five times over the past months to 6’4” since recently turning 50.)
W50 Rita Hanscom of San Diego (won the pentathlon in France)
M55 Nolan Shaheed of Pasadena (won 800 and 1500 in France; 58, Pasadena, CA, USATF 2007 Male Masters Athlete of the Year)
W55 Kathy Martin of Northport, N.Y. (who won 8K cross country, 800, 1500 and 3000 in France)
M55 Bill Collins of Houston (won 60, 200, 400 and 4x200 relay in France)
W60 Phil Raschker of Marietta, Georgia, (won 60, 60 hurdles, 200, high jump, long jump and triple jump in France; 61, Marietta, GA, USATF 2007 Female Athlete of the Year and IAAF World Masters Athlete of the Year, won 10 Golds last year at Riccione Outdoor World Championships)
M60 George Mathews of Hayden Lake, Idaho (won the 9Kg weight throw in France)
W65 Marie-Louise Michelsohn of Stony Brook, N.Y. (won 400 and 800 in France)
M70 Bob Lida of Wichita, Kansas (won 60 and 200 in France)
M70 Charles Allie of Pittsburgh  (won 200 in France)
M70 Mack Stewart of Pittsburgh (won 400 and 800 in France)
W70 Christel Donley (won high jump in France)
M75 Robert Fine of Delray Beach, FL (won 3K racewalk in France)
W80 Johnnye Valien of Los Angeles (won 60, long jump and pole vault  in France)

In addition, these seven Americans who won medals at indoor worlds are entered at Boston nationals:

M40 Karl Hawke (2nd in high jump)
M45 David McFadgen (2nd in triple jump)
M50 Robert Clark (2nd in long jump)
M50 Richard Stewart (2nd in weight throw)
W55 Coreen Steinbach (2nd in 800, 2nd in 1500, 4rd in 3000)
M65 Robert Cahners (3rd in weight throw)
W70 Mary Harada (2nd in 4x200 relay)
2007 Riccione World Outdoor Champions: 
M40 Getulio “Tony” Echeandia in 400 (44, Puerto Rico)
M45 David Ashford in 60H, HJ, TJ, LJ (45, Wheeling, IL)
M50 Marty Krulee in 60 (51, Rocklin, CA)
M55 Bill Collins in 60, 200, 400 (57, Houston)
M55 Nolan Shaheed in 200, 400, mile, 3000 (58, Pasadena, CA)
M55 Thad Wilson in 60H, LJ, pentathlon (56, San Clemente, CA)
M60 Stan Whitley in 60, 200 (Rancho Cucamonga, CA)
M60 Charles Allie in 60, 200, 400 (61, Houston, TX)
M60 Larry Barnum in 200, 400, 800 (64, Reno, NV)
W60 Phil Raschker in 60, 200, 400, 60H, PV, LJ, TJ (61, Marietta, GA)
M65 Emil Pawlik in 60, 200, 60H, HJ, LJ, pentathlon (65, Jackson, MS)
M65 Robert Cahners in weight throw, superweight throw (65, Naples, FL)
W65 Marie-Louise Michelsohn in 400, 800, mile (66, Stony Brook, NY)
M70 Robert Lida in 60, 200, 400 (Wichita, KS)
W70 Christel Donley in 60H, HJ, SP, pentathlon (Colorado Springs, CO)
M80 Bill Melville in 60, 200 (80)
W80 Johnnye Valien in 60, 60 hurdles, high jump, long jump, pole vault, triple jump, shot put (82, Los Angeles)
Other entrants of note include:

Greg Petrosian M45 LJ, former 27 foot jumper, Soviet Team member late 70's/early 80's, DC area 

Dennis Lewis M45 HJ, current WR holder in age group, Michigan native; 
Roger Pierce M60 sprints, multiple prior world masters champ, Essex, Ma 

James Morton M50 400/800, last year’s 800 m winner, Springfield, MA

              **********************************************************************************************

Boston 1997-2008: 
A Brief History of National Masters at Reggie Lewis

By Peter Taylor, Boston meet announcer, national media committee member
On March 21, 1997, USATF-NE brought the U.S. masters indoor championships to the Reggie Lewis Center in Boston for the first time (Reggie Lewis had been a basketball star at neighboring Northeastern University and later for the Boston Celtics before his untimely death).    The initial year saw a record 775 entrants and, according to National Masters News, “Runners agreed that the track was fast.”   Superstar Phil Raschker of Georgia equaled or bettered eight listed world marks for women 50-54 (W50) to set the tone.  

In 1998, there were 818 entrants.  Leonore McDaniels (W70 from Virginia) gave everyone a lesson, as she accounted for world marks in the high jump, pole vault, long jump, and triple jump.  Mitchell Lovett (M35) had a brilliant sprints series, running 6.98 (60), 22.04 (200), and 48.58 (400).

The year 1999 saw perhaps the most amazing race in Boston’s tenure, as Anselm LeBourne (M35) was tripped and fell to the track on the third lap of the four-lap 800, only to get up and win in 2:01.61.  In the M50 400, Charles Allie of Pittsburgh downed former open superstar Fred Sowerby:  53.18 to 53.45.   The late Ladislav Pataki put the shot an amazing 52’ 7 ¼” in M50.  

In 2000 the “Iowa Cyclone” (Mel Larsen) tore up everything in the short races, including an otherworldly 8.67 in the 60 dash (in the 75-79 age group!).  Jazz musician Nolan Shaheed of California (M50) was unthinkable, winning the 800 in 2:03.55 and the mile in 4:35.51.  

In 2001 cardiothoracic surgeon Ray Blackwell, MD, put down his surgical tools long enough to establish an American indoor mark in the 400 for M40 (49.62).  Bill Collins, in M50, stunned the crowd with a 7.23 in the 60 and a 52.78 in the 400.

In 2002 Kathy Martin (W50) continued her dominance at Boston by taking firsts in the 800 (2:27.42), mile (5:22.74), and 3000 (10:36.41). Ed Gonera (M45 400) turned in a race for the ages, as he was dead last and out of contention on the second (final) lap of the race, only to rally past the entire field and win without a photo (53.28 to 53.63 for second).  

The year 2003 was a high point for the masters movement in terms of attracting illustrious competitors and media (six TV cameras came to the start/finish line in the first foray for the new National Masters Media Committee), as both Joan Benoit Samuelson (gold medalist in the marathon at 1984 Olympic Games) and Bill Rodgers (famed 4-time winner of both Boston Marathon and New York City Marathon) were recruited to enter the 3000.  Benoit Samuelson simply decimated the field, running an American mark for women 45-49 of 10:02.55.  In the men’s 3000, Bill Rodgers showed he was a man of the people, satisfied behind Harry Nolan’s winning the 55-59 gold in 9:50.66 (Rodgers was third).  In the 200, Bill Collins ran a shocking 22.99, the first 50+ man (Collins was 52) to broke 23 seconds indoors in the history of the world!  

In 2004 the M60 20-lb weight throw was moved inside the track, and 1972 Olympian Tom Gage spun the missile an incredible 74 feet,10 inches.  On the track itself, “The Great Earl Fee” (Ontario, Canada) turned in a mile-400-800 series that was beyond belief, establishing world marks for the 75-79 group in all three races:   5:41.95, 66.28, and 2:32.47.  

In 2005 the meet moved to Nampa, Idaho, and suffered in attendance (only 593 entrants).   

In 2006 the meet returned to “The Reggie” to great effect.    Californian Kathy Bergen (no track background as a collegian, which was true for essentially every woman of her vintage) ran a stunning 9.27 in the 60 dash to establish a world mark for women 65-69.  Texan Bobby Whilden (a superstar at the University of Texas in the 1950s) did his part by establishing world marks for the 60 (8.20) and the 200 (27.11) in the 70-74 category.  Aaron Thigpen (California) crushed the 40-44 world mark for 60 meters set many years earlier by Olympian Eddie Hart (6.90 to Eddie’s 6.97).  

Finally, last year, in 2007, the crowd saw the return of the “flying finish.”  In the 60-64 400, Roger Pierce dove over the line onto his stomach to win over Ron Johnson by a bit more than the width of a paper clip (59.07 to 59.08).  A few minutes later (men 50-54), Ben James was literally shoved over the finish line by the third-place competitor to win in 54.46 (Tom Smith ran 54.47 for second).  The courageous James had been diagnosed with non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma the previous August.   In the pole vault, William Bell (father of Olympian Earl Bell) established a mark of 8 feet, 0 inches in the 85-89 group.

NOTE: In 2009, the meet travels to the Washington, DC area, March 20-22, hosted by the Potomac Valley Track Club in partnership with USATF Potomac Valley, before returning to Boston in 2010. Each year, the meet site is won by a bid at the masters meetings at the USATF Annual Meeting.  

                                                                 ******  
