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RASCHKER TO RECEIVE WORLD’S BEST MASTER ATHLETE AWARD IN MONACO NOVEMBER 25

October 29, 2007 – Marietta, Georgia - Philippa (Phil) Raschker, of Marietta, Georgia, will travel to the Principality of Monaco in Europe to receive the prestigious award November 25 of Female World Masters Athlete of the Year. The award will be presented at the IAAF World Athletics Gala in Monte Carlo.
Raschker has been named Female World Masters Athlete of the Year by the World Masters Athletics Association (WMA), the organization designated by the International Association of Athletic Federations (IAAF) to conduct the worldwide sport of masters track and field.  Winston Thomas of Great Britain, Secretary of the WMA, announced the selection.   
The WMA recognized Raschker for her 10 gold-winning performances at the World Masters Championships Meet in Italy in September, the 12 World Records she established during her competitions this year, and her 27 gold medals at national championship meets in the United States.  

Competing in the Women 60-64 age division (W60), Raschker won all nine of the individual events she entered at the World Championship Meet held in Riccione, Italy, September 4-15: heptathlon, 100 meter dash, 200 meter dash, long jump, triple jump, high jump, pole vault, 80 meter hurdles, and 300 meter hurdles.  She earned her tenth gold medal as a member of the U.S.A. W55 4 x 100 meter relay team.  During the competition she established a new World Record for W60 in the 80 meter hurdles (13.26 seconds).  This 17th edition of the world masters track and field competition, held biennially for athletes over 35 years of age, featured over 9000 athletes from over 100 countries.
“It is a great honor and a thrill to be named the Female World Masters Athlete of the Year,” said Raschker.  “I worked very hard this year and I hope what I’m doing promotes lifetime fitness and health.  We’re never too old to stay fit, and if we do, we are both extending our lives and having fun. I want to thank the WMA and IAAF for this honor, and I want to thank the many U.S. and international officials and fellow athletes who supported me during the year.”  

  
The World Championship Meet capped a record breaking year for Raschker, who turned 60 in February.  In March, at the USATF National Masters Heptathlon Championships in Kenosha, Wisconsin, Raschker scored 6904 points in the grueling seven event competition, not only a World Record for her age group but more points than any man or woman of any age has ever scored in that event.  En route to that World Record, she achieved a World Record in the 60 meter hurdles (10.28 seconds), and American Records in the long jump (4.29 meters) and high jump (1.34 meters). (CONT>)

Just a few weeks later in March, Raschker continued her record setting performances at the USATF National Masters Indoor Track and Field Championship Meet in Boston, setting World Records in the pentathlon (4844 points), 60 meter hurdles (10.04 seconds), and 200 meter (28.94 seconds) events.   

At the USATF National Masters Decathlon/Heptathlon Championships in Birmingham, Alabama, in June, Raschker set a heptathlon World Record of 6,885 points.  During the seven event competition she set individual event World Records in the 80 meter hurdles (13.50 seconds) and the high jump (1.44 meters). 

 At the 2007 USA National Masters Outdoor Track and Field Championships held August 2-5 in Orono, Maine, Raschker continued her string of great performances, earning ten gold medals, two World Records, and one American Record.  

 Raschker's accomplishments for the year would be a lifetime achievement for most other athletes: 12 World Records, 31 American Records, 10 World Championships gold medals and 27 gold medals at the five U.S. National championship meets.  
In 2003, Raschker became the oldest nominee and finalist, and the first from Masters Track and Field, for the prestigious AAU Sullivan Award, given annually to the country's top amateur athlete. Others in the final field included Michael Phelps, Lebron James, and Apollo Anton Ohno.  Raschker has been highlighted as a Face in the Crowd in Sports Illustrated 4 times, and described in 1997 by the New York Times as “The Most Versatile Track and Field Athlete of the World”.
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