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RASCHKER WINS 10 GOLD MEDALS AND ATHLETE OF THE GAMES TROPHY AT WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP MEET IN ITALY
 

(Marietta, GA) Philippa “Phil” Raschker, of Marietta, Georgia, recently returned from the 2007 World Masters Track and Field Championships held September 4-15 in Riccione, Italy, bearing 10 gold medals, a World Record, and the Athlete of the Games Trophy.  This 17th edition of the world masters track and field competition, held biennially for athletes over 35 years of age, featured over 9000 athletes from over 100 countries.    
 

In her first event, the heptathlon, Raschker set a World Record in the 80 meter hurdles with a time of 13.26 seconds, despite having to endure a three hour rain delay.  She also had leading marks for her age group in the high jump, javelin, 200 meter dash, and long jump.  Raschker scored a total of 6742 points for the two-day heptathlon event, more than any other athlete in any age group at the World Championships competition.
 

Raschker had to overcome not only her international competition but also the logistics of competing in three stadiums some 30 to 45 minutes apart.  On the third day of the competition, she ran a 100 meter dash in the main stadium in Riccione to qualify for the next round in that event, then rushed to the Misano Adriatico stadium, arriving just in time to participate in the triple jump.    There she jumped a fine 9.46 meters to win gold, just seven inches shy of the American Record she set at the National Senior Games in Louisville in July.
 

The fourth day of competition featured the 100 meter dash semifinal and final races, which Raschker won with a time of 14.00 seconds.  Following the race, she again faced a logistics problem of getting from the main stadium to the San Giovanni Stadium for the high jump final, which was scheduled to start before the 100 meter dash she had just completed.  Fortunately, the start of the high jump had been delayed, and she won the event with a leap of 1.33 meters.  
 

On Sunday, following a 200 meter dash quarterfinal morning race, Raschker won the 300 meter hurdles race with a time of 52.27 seconds, despite having hurdles higher than the regulation height and running in lane one.  The pole vault competition, fortunately held in the same stadium, featured a tight competition with the great German vaulter, Karin Foerster.  Raschker ultimately prevailed with a vault of 2.65 meters to win by six inches.   
 

The 200 meter dash semifinal and final races were contested on Monday, September 10.  Raschker ran the preliminary race to secure a favorable lane in the final, which she won with a time of 28.61 seconds, just .07 seconds slower than the World Record she set at the USA Masters Track and Field Championships in Orono, Maine, in early August.  
 

On Friday afternoon, Raschker won the 80 meter hurdles and her eighth gold medal.  Her time of 13.35 seconds would have been a new World Record, except for her faster time in the first day's heptathlon.  In the long jump competition that afternoon, the first round of jumps witnessed six athletes jumping over 4.00 meters.   Raschker recovered from a first round foul to jump more than 4.50 meters in later rounds, with a best of 4.54 meters to win a close competition. 
 

Having won 9 gold medals and set one world record, Raschker's activities were not yet complete.  She had the opportunity to run with an outstanding group of American 55 year old women in the 4 x 100 meter relay, so she dropped down to the W55 age group for that contest.  The team of Brenda Matthews, Phil Raschker, Sharon Warren, and Catherine Nicoletti ran a great race, winning the gold medal, and  producing an American Record of 56.47 seconds.
 

After the final relay, Raschker was preparing to leave the stadium for her return to the states, when U.S.A. Team Manager Phil Greenwald found her and informed her that she had the great honor to be selected as the best athlete of the games.  Just before the Closing Ceremony, the President of the Republic presented Raschker a silver trophy in recognition of that honor.
 

The Athlete of the Games Trophy was a fitting tribute to Raschker's performance at the World Championship in Italy, where she excelled not only in the number of gold medals she won, but also in the quality of her performances and the variety of events she contested.  Raschker's ten gold medals at the World Championships in Italy bring her World Championship medal count total to 58 gold, 15 silver, and 6 bronze medals since her first World Championship competition in 1983.  
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