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(Boston, MA) Many of the world's best track and field athletes, will be competing at the U.S.A. Track & Field Masters Indoor Championships which will be held, after a one-year absence, in Boston Friday-Sunday, March 24-26. U.S. athletes will include five new World Indoor Champions from the just-concluded World Masters Athletics Championships in Linz, Austria, March 15-20. 

Six newly crowned World Champions are coming to Boston straight from their victories in Austria this week: Lesley Chaplin-Swann (McDonough, GA, W45 800 M), Bill Collins (Houston, TX, M55 60 Dash and 200M), Dexter McCloud, (Norcross, GA, M45 60M Hurdles), Sid Howard (Plainfield, NJ, M 65 800 M), and Bruce McBarnette (Sterling, VA, M45 High Jump). Local star Roger Pierce, age 61 of Essex, MA, won a silver medal in 400m and also won a gold medal on the U.S. M60 4 X 200 relay. Alisa Harvey, who set a pending women's World Masters Record in the mile and 800 Meters last month, could break world or American records for every race in which she competes.

Olympic Gold Medalist and brother of Jackie Joyner-Kersee, Al Joyner, is scheduled to participate in the Men's Triple Jump, the event for which he won his Gold medal in 1984. Nolan Shaheed, who played lead trumpet with Count Basie Orchestra, was musical director for Marvin Gaye, and has worked with Natalie Cole, Stevie Wonder, Diana Ross, Phil Collins, and Anita Baker (he is best described as a jazz trumpeter), is member of Masters Hall of Fame and will run in M55 800m and mile (he is from Pasadena, Calif). He has world outdoor marks in the M50 mile of 4:27.9 and M50 800 of 1:58.65). On Friday, March 24 at 4PM, the 3000 Meters is the opening final at the three-day meet at Reggie Lewis Track, 1350 Tremont Street, Boston/Roxbury. Finals continue 9AM Saturday and 10 AM Sunday, March 25 and 26 including sprints, middle distances, field events, and relays. Spectators are free and welcome.

"Athletes from across the USA will compete in the meet," said Steve Vaitones, Meet Director and managing director of the USA Track & Field-New England, hosting the meet. "The track is recognized as lightning-fast and top quality, conducive to world and national records. This meet and masters running sends a message of competitive fitness for an entire lifetime."

Promoting the message of lifelong fitness are the eldest competitors, whom spectators always enjoy watching. Betty Jarvis of Aberdeen, NC, the oldest woman athlete at 91, will compete in the shot put and weight throw. The two oldest men, 92, are Leland McPhie of San Diego, CA (60m, High Jump, Triple Jump, Shot Put, Weight Throw, Superweight Throw) and Max Springer of Knoxville, TN (200m, 400m, 800m). At last year's indoor championship, in Boise, Idaho, over 40 World and American records were broken, and this year should yield similar results.

More schedule information, participant list, and meet specifics are available on Web at www.USATF.org
